from General Grant, who was twice hon.
ored with the executive chalr of this na-
tion. It ln dated Fobruary 22, 1878, and
is addressed to Judge Long, of St Louis,
and was firet published in the GlobeDem-
oerat, March 30, 1878.  He says, speak-
ing of the silver bill:

But if I were where I was one year sgo
and for the pravious seven years, I would
put a most unqualified veto upon the repu-
diation bill, oalled silver bill, if it should
raosive the vole of oongress. I fear it haa
passsd, but hope, if 8o, all business men in
the ocountry will work to defeat its operation
by refusing to make contraots exoept to ba
paid in gold coin.

I do not know what he meant by “an
unqualified veto,” unless he was going on
the principle that If you want to ahoot a
long way you must pull the trigger hard,

[Laughter.]

Now, there has been great talk on this
floor shout “revolution," snd for my part
I deplore such agltation to a degree thal
Is almost akin to horror. It seems to be
a privileged question here, however. It
intrudea itaslf upon our conslderation st
every moment and at the most inoppor-
tune times. I deplors everything llke
revolutlon or the disturbance of tran-
qulility anywhere, in congress or out of
it. But [ say here, a8 an ex-soldler who
fought under General Grant’s command,
that to inolte any portion of the Amer-
ican people to combine to defeat the op-
eratlon of law, or to advise them todo
g0, carries with it all the moral guilt of
revolution, and revolution of the worst
kind, [Applause.]

The apeaker pro tempore, (Mr. Harrls,
of Virginla.)—The gentlemsn’s tlme has
explred.

Mr. Gillette—I assk that the gentle-
man's time be extended.

Ths speaker pro fempore—That can
only be done by unanimous consant.

There was no objection and Mr. Weav-
ar's time was extanded,

Mr. Weaver—Talk about the extrava-
gance of the peopla! The author of that
latter I spending more money to-day in
his trip around the world than most of
our poor constituents who labor for a
living, will sver see or handle, and yet
ha advises the monsy kings of this coun-
try to combine and crush them. The
New York clearing house and other fi-
nanecisl organizations took him at hls
word; and the secretary of the treasury,
although an officer not even named in the
constitution, belng & mere cablnet min-
Ister whose highest duty and pleasure
ghould be 0 obey and enforce the laws,
shook hands with Wall street and Lom-
bard streaet, snd struck handa with Gen-
eral Grant across the water, and with the
man of this country who have fixed In-
comes, and says he will not pay out sll-
ver. Lot me ahow you what he says
Here Is & lotter written by this eminent
cabinet officer addressed: “To the Hon-
est Money League at Chicago." [Lasugh-
ter.] Honest money! The lstler la
dated the J0th January last. He says:

I have a olear conviction that the foroed
payment of the silver dollar to publie ered-
itors would tend to depreciate it and cause
it to be sold in the market ab less than par.

* * %  Whileitistha duty of the
government to ooin different kinds of
monay, & publio polioy diotates thas it
should be within the power of the sitizen at
his option to demand sither form of lawful
money.

Tous the secretary stands vp in his
place not to obey the law, but fo say: “I
have a conviction thst If I obey the lsw
it will injure the value of silver |™ This
reminds me of an Incldent that happened
when an effort was balng made to lsunch
one of our great steamers. A sub engl-
neer In charge of part of the work feared
that thers was some defect or fault in her
construction which would prevent her

from belog safely lmwched. There was
great confuslon when the ohisf officer
came upon the scene saying, “Launch
her! Lsunch her! I'll takethe respon-
slbility.” [Applayse.]

Now, the American people say to the
secretary of the treasury through the law
of the land, “You sre our ssrvant; you
have no law making power; we have
told you to pay out the money and you
must do it, snd we will take the responal-
blllty.” Let me call partionlar sftantion
to this remarkable language of the seore-
tary:

Whils i6 is a duty of the government to
ooin different kinds of money, a publio pol-
ioy diotates it should be within the power of
the citizon at his option to demand either
form of lawful money.

You will see that this places an abso-
lute veto agalnst sllver In the hands of
the public creditor. 'The law says that
it shall be lagal-tender money for the
bond. The secretary s bound by It, but
he says the public creditor shall dater-
mine what he will take, and not the law.
The president had s qualified veto of the
bill and the veto failed. But the secre-
tary, llks an autoorat, confers upon the
public creditor more power than the
president possessed. He glves him an
absolute veto. If that is to be the law
tha bonds can never be pald. Agaln, he
has coined under the law the minimum
instead of the'mazximum amount.

I shall, I Iam recognizad for that pur-
pose, at the proper time, offer the follow-
lng amendment:

The secretary of tha treasury is hereby di-
rected and required to cause o be paid oud
without diserimination standard silver coin
the samae as gold ooin in liquidation of coin
obligations against the government.

This amendmsnt should be incorpo-
rated into this bill, snd then I am in tavor
of passlug it. And those who take the
responalbillty to defest this measure, de-
manded by svery conslderation of public
duty and justice, and by the almost unl-
versal public sentiment, will have to do
80, The Amerncan people shall under-
stand 1h.

The national Greenback party la not
in favor of undus expanalon of the our-
rency. We bellave in a trinity In finance
—gold, gllver and legal-tender paper—all
fnsusd by the government and not by
banking corporations, and all full legal-
tender. [Applause.]

The gentleman from Indisos, [Mr, De
Lamater ] introduced a petltion here;
but he disclaimed upon the floor that it
was his bill or that he Indorsed 1t; yet
the most Indecent allusions that s man
would dars to make on this floor have
besn indulged toward him, Ha sesms
to be the center of their abuse and de-
traction. :

Mr, Thomeas Turner—Did the abuss
coma from this slde of the house?

Mr. Weaver—No, sir. [Loud crles of
“Oh, no " from the Republican slde of
the house.] I hope tha gentleman from
Indiana will psy no atiention to the
abuse. The post of honor is the post of
danger. You may fire off your blank
cartridges from the guns of your syndl-
oate. Fire! Woe are hare, and the na-
tional Greenback party has come to atay,
I notify you of that [Applause] Tha
workman may fall but the work will go
on. There la no doubt about that.

The gentleman from Michigan [Mr,
Horr] pranced down the alsle the other
day, and faolng the littls party ln the cen-
tar, poured out the vials of his wrath,
Hia effaet was full of Impotent rage and
utterly vold of argument. I wondered If
there was any stringency in the money
market up in his district, I there has
been any banrkupicles there? Then the
distinguished gentlemsan from New York

[Mr. Chittenden] yesterday dellvered a
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very amusing apsech, and I suppose he
conalders it a orusher; a8 = philipple it
was o sucosss; but 14 waa as devold of ar-
gument a4 the exhumed akull of s mound-
builder. The gentleman styled himsalf
a “capitalish and a robber” He waa
careful to say that he waa s brother to
any man who “owned” a bsnk, who
“owned"” a housse, or who “owned” a rall-
road. But he expresses no sympathy
for the vast army of the unsmployed who
“own” nothing but their labor. He
claims no fellowship with them,

(Gentlemen, if you want to discuss this
question do it in 8 gentlemanly maoner,
Lat us discusa the questivn cslmly and
logically. Vou cannot sneer this great
movemant out of existence, Ridioule
has been your only argument thua far.

Over the wires thls moming wma
fisshed the news that the worklngmen's
party has carrled Californls by ten
thousand majority. [Applsusa] And al-
though the workingmen's bill to enforoce
the eight-hour law was daefested In this
house yesterday, let ma tall you that your
action will recoll upon you, and will come
back with redounbled force. The ayes of
the people are upon you, and you cannot
escape, Remember that when the Amer-
ican congrees says that we will not en-
force a law which was passed in the In-
tarest and at the behest of the working-
méen of this country, but we will sllow
tha heads of departments to violste that
law, and then tum around and say that
the workingmen must obey the laws of
the country, you are setting an example
that may be dangerous. You are sowlng
dragons’ teeth; you are sowing to the
wind and will reap the whirlwind, I
hope the house will recounsider thelr ao-
tion.

Joseph Cook, ln a lecturs ln Boston,
saysthat if the workingmen of this coun-
try demand legal-tender currency we
wlll disfranchise them if 1¢ haa to be done
at tha end of a bloody clvil war,

I want to resd a short extrsct from
Seribner's Magazine of April laat. Thia
I8 from & man who olalms to be s Chris-
tian, who haa the control of one of the
great perlodleals of the country:

Wa cannot do what the Frenoh govern-
ment onos did under similar ciroumstances,
banish fifty thousand of them to colonial or
ponal servitude; and it is m great pity that
wo oannot, If we could gather the whole
diaguating muitituds, waah them, put new
clothes upon them, and under military sur-
veillanos and direction, set them quarrying
stone or ralsing oorn and cotton for ten years
we might save some of them to deoceney and
respootability, and relieve the honest poople
of the country of their presence and their
support. If we cannod do this, however,
there are things that we oan do. Every state
in the union can gnther these men where-
aver found into workhouses where they can
be restrained from searing aad proying up-
on the community, and mads to earn the
bread they eat and the clothes they wear. It
in necesnary, of oourss, to throw away all
sentimentality in conneotion with them.
The tramp is 8 man who oan be approached
by no motive but pain—the pain of a
thrashing or the pain of hunger, He hatea
work, ho has no self-respeot, and no shame,
and by counting himsslf permansuily oud
of the productive and self-supporting foroes
of sooiety he oounts himself out of his
rights, He hus vo rights bus those which
society may see fit to bestow. He has no
more righta than the sow that wallows in
the gutter or ths lost doge that hover around
the city squarss. He is no more t0 be con-
sulted in his wishes or his will In the settle-
ment of the question of what ia to be done
with him, than the bulloocks in the sorral.
Leginlstion concerning this evil seema to
bave been initinted in various states; but at
this writing wo oannot learn that anything
offective has been done. It would bewell
if the states could work in comoert in this
mattar, but one great atate like New York
or Pennsylvania or (hio has cnly fo insug-

urate a stringent measure o drive all the
other states into mensures thai shall be
equivalent. The tramp whose freedom ia
imperiled in New Tork would fiy to New
Jersey or to New England, and New Jamey
and Now England will be obliged to probest
themselves. So one powerful state can
compel unanimity of action throughout the
country, The legislature of New York had
i bill up & year ago which came to nothing,
bot something must ba done very scon if
we propose to have anything like safely and
comfort in our homes, or to relisve our-
wolves of voluntary, violous, and even ma-
licious panperism.

And that ls not all. The other day my
colleague from Towa [Me. Gllletta] made
a scholarly, able, well-tampered speech,
one that was well recelved by the houss
sud those holding his views throughout
the country, & speech that was compll-
mented everywhere, Now In the Eeen-
ing Telegraph, s hard money paper pub-
lshad in that “loyal olty” of Philadalphia,
I find tha following in s column notice of
Mr. Gillette's speech:

If it were not for the ocvetof the powder
and shot, his constituents had better taks
him out to an open lot and shoot hin.

Then further, speaking of our repre-
sentalives, it says:

1f shere is a way %o erush them it should
ha ueed, and if there is no way one should
be invented.

That 1a the way they mest the discus-
sion of this question. If & man dare to
rolse his volos for the oppresssd poor,
this In the aigument he meets. Well, 1s
this your game? Beware! It makes
the syndloate and subsldlzed press as
mad to see a greenbacker In congress as
it doea & bull to shake a red flag at him.

My, Kelley—That is notthe Telegraph
which you hold in your hand?

Mr, Weaver—No, but this Is the lead-
Ing Republican paper of lowa—the Siate
Register—whloh quotes and approves
the villatnous article, .

Mr, Townsend, of Illinols—Is not the
Telegraph s Republican paper?

Mr. Fisher—I can tall the gentlemnn
that It ls not.

Mr. Weaver—I guess It 1s a Rapubli-
o8N pAper.

Mr. Bapp—But hers ls & gentleman
who has just said that it is not,

Mr, Weaver—No matter whether it Is
or not, the Regisier is, and both are bard
money. You mighttake s magnifylng
glnss that magnifies ten thousand di-
ameters and you could not tell the dif-
ference between s hard-money Rapubll-
canand a bard - money Democrat. [Laugh-
ter,)

Mr, Haskall—Let me aak the gentle.
man & question?

Mr, Weaver—What ia It?

Mr, Haskell—You say thers ls not a
particle of difference between & hard.
money Democrat and s hard-money
Republican. I hope that ls trua. Now-
I want to mak the gentleman If thers la
any differsnce between a soft-money
Democest and s gresnbaoker?

Mr. Wesver—The same difference
there ls between & aoft-monay HRepubli-
can and a greenbacker,  About the only
diffsrenc® ln that the one la In one party
organlzation and the other is in another
if they are homest. Now, as to ths In-
famous artiole from the Phiiadelphis
Evening Telegraph and lows Stale Reg-
frter, 1 want the historlan to put these
papers aloogeide the Okolons States,
published In Mississippl. [Laughter.]

Now, the gentlaman from New York
[Mr. Chittenden] said that the people
ware extravagant and got In debt, The
gentleman from Massschusetta [Mr.
Claflin] sald the same thing. The lnfer-
ence is that all this business depression
is the result of the extravagance of the

people.

(Combinued on tendh page)




